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A Service of Divine Worship on the Lord’s Day 

April 5, 2026 ~ Easter Sunday 
Prelude                                           
 

Choral Introit:               Alleluia, Christ is Risen! 
 

Welcome    Christ is Risen!  He is Risen, Indeed! 
 

Gathering Song:                     Christ is Risen, Shout Hosanna! 
 

*The Call to Worship  

Liturgist: On this holy morning, we gather in the light of an empty tomb.  

People: We gather in wonder, in hope, and in joy! 

Liturgist: This is the new day.  The new dawn.  The new life in Christ. 

People: Let us lift our hearts in praise! 

Liturgist: Come, people of God, let us worship our Risen King! 

People: Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 
 

*Opening Hymn:           Jesus Christ is Risen Today!  verses 1, 2, 4 
 

Please be seated. 
 

A Call to Confession (Liturgist) 

Before the dawn had broken, before hope had found its voice, God was already at 

work.  The stone was rolled away, death was undone, and the morning light began 

to rise.  In confidence, we bring our confessions before the Lord. Let us pray. 
 

Unison Prayer of Confession (prayed aloud by all)  

Holy and triumphant God, even on Easter morning, we confess that we cling to 

Friday’s fear, we linger in Saturday’s silence, and we doubt the promise of 

Sunday.  We fail to fully embrace your love and share your love with each other.  

We come to you now, hearts open, sins exposed… 
 

Silent Confession                 Please take a moment for silent confession 
 

Asking for God’s Forgiveness  

Liturgist: Let us now ask God’s forgiveness. 

People: Forgive us when we look for the living among the dead.  Forgive us when 

we mistake despair for destiny.  Forgive us when we forget that you are making 

all things new.  Roll away the stones in our hearts.  Call us by name in the 

gardens of our grief.  Awaken us to the light of this new day.  In the name of the 

Risen Christ we pray, Amen. 



Assurance of Pardon 

Liturgist: Hear the good news! The tomb is empty! Death is defeated! Our sins are 

forgiven! 

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Sung Response to Confession:      Be Not Afraid 

Be not afraid; sing out for joy!  Christ is risen, alleluia! 

Be not afraid; sing out for joy!  Christ is risen, alleluia! 
 

*Passing the Peace of Christ, Sharing in Christ’s Welcome  

Liturgist: The peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And, also with you. 

Liturgist: Let us stand and share the peace of Christ with one another. 
 

Children’s Moment  
 

Prayer for Illumination 

Risen Lord, as we hear your Word read and proclaimed, open our eyes to see you, 

open our ears to hear your voice, and open our hearts to receive your truth.  May 

we feel your good news of life stronger than death, grace stronger than sin, and love 

that will not let us go.  Amen. 
 

Scripture Lesson: John 20:1-10 
 

Anthem                                I’ve Seen the Lord 
 

Scripture Lesson: John 20:11-18 
 

The Message:                                          A New Day                             Rev. Dr. Steve Wilson 
 

Hymn of Affirmation:                         Christ Arose 
 

Sharing Our Life Together, Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Offertory                        Because He Lives 

Royce Jackson 

Thanksgiving in Song:    Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks! 

Alleluia, alleluia!  Give thanks to the risen Lord; 

Alleluia, alleluia!  Give praise to His name. 
 

*Sending Hymn:                                      He Lives! 

*Charge and Benediction 



 



 

 



 





 


