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A Service of Divine Worship on the Lord’s Day 

March 15, 2026 ~ Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

Prelude 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Gathering Song:                        O, Lord Hear My Prayer                         

O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. 

When I call, answer me.  

O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. 

Come and listen to me. 

 

*Call to Worship: 

Leader: Come, people of God, and wait upon the Lord. 

People: We come trusting in God’s faithful timing. 

Leader: The Lord is patient and merciful, slow to anger and rich in love. 

People: God’s steadfast care never runs out. 

Leader: When we are rushed and restless, God calls us to stillness. 

People: When we are weary and discouraged, God calls us to endure. 

Leader: The Spirit is growing patience within us; steady, hopeful, and strong. 

People: We open our hearts to learn God’s patient ways. 

Leader: Let us worship the God who walks with us through every season. 

People: Here in this place, we gather to worship with patient hearts. 

 

*Opening Hymn:                             Here in This Place, verses 1,2,4 

 

Please be seated. 

 

A Call to Confession (Liturgist) 

Friends in Christ, we are called to trust in the Lord’s timing, to wait for the Lord’s 

guidance, and to have the spirit of patience. Yet we come today aware that our lives 

do not always bear this fruit. Trusting in God’s mercy and grace, let us come before 

the One who cultivates our hearts, confessing our sins and opening ourselves once 

more to the renewing work of the Holy Spirit. Let us pray. 

 

Unison Prayer of Confession  

Gracious and merciful God, You call us to lives shaped by Your Spirit, yet we 

confess that we often follow our own desires instead. You call us to patience, but 



we rush and resent. You call us to trust you, but we often take back control. You 

call us to slow down and wait for you, but our anxieties take over and we charge 

forth, leaving your wisdom behind. 

 

Silent Confession          Please take a moment for silent confession 

 

Asking for God’s Forgiveness  

Liturgist: Let us now ask God’s forgiveness. 

People: Forgive us, Lord. Prune what is unfruitful in us, and plant again what 

pleases You.  By your Spirit, grow in us the patience we so desperately need.  

Restore us and reshape us, so that our lives bear good fruit for Your glory.  

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Liturgist: Hear the good news: The mercy of God is abundant and sure.  The Spirit 

gives us patience that can replace our fear and uneasiness.  Friends, believe the 

gospel: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, renewed, and set free.  We are called again 

to live by the Spirit and to bear fruit for the world. 

People: Thanks be to God! May we go and do likewise. 

 

Sung Response to Confession:       

Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart, in my heart 

Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart. 

In my heart, in my heart 

Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart. 

 

*Passing the Peace of Christ, Sharing in Christ’s Welcome  

Liturgist: As we share peace this morning, let us also be patient with each other. Let 

us not be quick to judge or even quick to answer.  Let us slow down, take our time, 

walk around, and spread the peace of Christ through the whole sanctuary. May the 

peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And, also with you.  

Liturgist: Let us stand and share the peace of Christ with one another.  

(Congregation shares peace with one another in the pew, over the phone, across the screen.) 

 

Anthem:                                            Hymn of Promise      

 

Children’s Moment                           

 



 

Prayer for Illumination   

Holy God, as we turn our hearts toward your Word, quiet what is restless within us 

and awaken what is weary. Settle us in your patience, so that the hurriedness we often feel 

can fall away.  Open our minds, soften our hearts, and bear fruit in us. Amen. 

  

Scripture Lesson                      Psalm 40:1-4, 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 

 

The Message:                                Fruit of the Spirit - Patience 

 

Hymn of Affirmation:                             As the Deer  

 

Sharing Our Life Together 

 

Offertory                                               

Thanksgiving in Song: 

Father, whose bounty all creation shows 

Christ, by whose willing sacrifice we live 

Spirit, from whom al life in fullness flows 

To you with grateful hearts ourselves we give. 

 

*Sending Hymn:                              My Hope is Built 

 

*Charge and Benediction 

 

*Postlude 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  



 



 



 


