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A Service of Divine Worship on the Lord’s Day
February 22, 2026 ~ First Sunday in Lent

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

Gathering Song;: Bless the Lord, My Soul
Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy name.
Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life.

*Call to Worship:
Liturgist: Beloved, we gather today as people who are known and loved.
People: We come to worship the One whose love never fails.
Liturgist: Before we spoke a word, God loved us.
People: Before we took a breath, Christ gave Himself for us.
Liturgist: The Spirit is at work among us, growing fruit that reflects God’s heart.
People: Today we seek the fruit of the Spirit — love.
Liturgist: Not love that is weak or fleeting,
People: But love that is patient, generous, and steadfast.
Liturgist: Let us open our hearts to receive this love.
People: Let us open our lives to share this love.
Liturgist: Come, let us worship the God who embodies love.
People: We worship the God of the most wondrous love.

*Opening Hymn: What Wondrous Love is This?
Please be seated.

A Call to Confession (Liturgist)
Friends in Christ, we are called to love God and to love each other. Yet we come
today aware that our lives do not always bear this fruit. Trusting in God’s mercy
and grace, let us come before the One who cultivates our hearts, confessing our sins
and opening ourselves once more to the renewing work of the Holy Spirit. Let us

pray.



Unison Prayer of Confession
Gracious and merciful God, You call us to lives shaped by Your Spirit, yet we
confess that we often follow our own desires instead. You grow the fruit of love,
but we have chosen impatience and indifference. Jesus commanded that we love
you with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength but too often, we give in to the
worldly chaos. Jesus commanded us to love our neighbor but too often, we look
the other way.

Silent Confession Please take a moment for silent confession

Asking for God’s Forgiveness
Liturgist: Let us now ask God’s forgiveness.
People: Forgive us, Lord. Prune what is unfruitful in us, and plant again what
pleases You. By Your Spirit, grow in us a new love, a deep love, a genuine love
for You, for ourselves, and for our neighbors. Restore us and reshape us, so that
our lives bear good fruit for Your glory. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Assurance of Pardon
Liturgist: Hear the good news: The mercy of God is abundant and sure. Where we
have failed to love, the Spirit bears love within us. Friends, believe the gospel: In
Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, renewed, and set free. We are called again to live by
the Spirit and to bear fruit for the world.
People: Thanks be to God! May we go and do likewise.

Sung Response to Confession:
Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart, in my heart
Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart.
In my heart, in my heart
Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart.

*Passing the Peace of Christ, Sharing in Christ’'s Welcome
Liturgist: As we share peace this morning, let us also remind each other that we are
tilled with the spirit of love. May the peace of Christ be with you.
People: And, also with you.
Liturgist: Let us stand and share the peace of Christ with one another.
(Congregation shares peace with one another in the pew, over the phone, across the screen.)

Anthem: Gift of Love



Children’s Moment

Prayer for Illumination
Holy God, as we turn our hearts toward your Word, quiet what is restless within us
and awaken what is weary. Plant in us your love, that we may hear Scripture not with fear,
but with trust. Open our minds, soften our hearts, and bear fruit in us. Amen.

Scripture Lesson Romans 12:9-10, 1 Corinthians 13:8-10
The Message: Fruit of the Spirit - Love
Hymn of Affirmation:  Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love v.1 &4
Sharing Our Life Together
Offertory Lord of All Good - choir
Thanksgiving in Song;:
Father, whose bounty all creation shows
Christ, by whose willing sacrifice we live
Spirit, from whom all life in fullness flows
To you with grateful hearts ourselves we give.

*Sending Hymn: We Are One in the Spirit

*Charge and Benediction

*Postlude



’ 314 What Wondrous Love Is This

Praise be to the Lord, for He showed His wonderful love to me. Psalm 31:21
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JESUS CHRIST:

PASSION AND DEATH

203 Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love
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We Are One in the Spirit
They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love

THE CHURCH
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love; yes, they’ll know we are Chris-tians by our love.



