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A Service of Divine Worship on the Lord’s Day 

August 24, 2025  
Prelude                                                          

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

*Gathering Song:                                 Here in this Place, vs 1 & 2 
 

*Call to Worship 

Leader: We gather today as a family of God. 

People: We gather today to be in God’s presence. 

Leader: Where two or three are gathered in God’s name, God is there also. 

People: We rejoice in our time together and sing praise to the Lord. 

Leader: Let us worship our God of Grace and Glory. 
 

*Opening Hymn:                            God of Grace and God of Glory, vs 1&3 
 

Please be seated. 
 

A Call to Confession (Liturgist) 

In a world with so much fear we dare to trust in God’s goodness and love. Believing 

Christ’s promises, let us embrace our humanity in prayer. 
 

Unison Prayer of Confession (prayed aloud by all)  

We know we have caused hurt, harmed others, and made some pretty big 

mistakes. But this morning, God, we ask your forgiveness for the times we 

believed that our sins somehow make us less worthy of your love.  Forgive us for 

listening to the voice of fear and shame instead of your stories of Good News. 

Help us remember that your love has no limits. Help us recognize that your 

forgiveness is not earned; it interrupts our apologies, and is a gift unconditionally 

given. 
 

Silent Confession             Please take a moment to contemplate God’s love. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 

Liturgist: God called Moses to lead the Israelites, the Spirit chose the women at the 

well to lead people to Jesus, the Father welcomes home the prodigal son. God does 

not turn away from humans who make mistakes, in fact, God runs towards them 

with open arms. God runs towards you. God runs towards your neighbor. God runs 

towards your enemy. This is the Good (and sometimes hard) News of Jesus. 



People: Thanks be to God!  
 

Sung Response to Confession:       

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, 

 Show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you. 
 

*Passing the Peace of Christ, Sharing in Christ’s Welcome  

Liturgist: The peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And, also with you.  

Liturgist: Let us stand and share the peace of Christ with one another.  

(Congregation shares peace with one another in the pew, over the phone, across the screen.) 
 

Anthem                                   
 

Children’s Moment                     
  

Prayer for Illumination   

Inspiring God, as we listen to your words, open our hearts to find fresh meaning.  May we 

hear something new while being comforted by your unending presence among us.  Amen. 
 

Scripture Lesson                                    Luke 15:11-32 
 

Message:                              Don’t Judge a Parable by the Title                           Sara Hackett 
 

Hymn of Affirmation:                Love Divine, All Loves Excelling, vs 1&2 
 

Sharing Our Life Together 
 

Offertory                 

Thanksgiving in Song: 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise Him, all creatures here below 

Praise Him above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 
 

*Sending Hymn:                   Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah       
 

*Charge and Benediction 
 

*Postlude 

 
 



  



 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 


