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A Service of Divine Worship on the Lord’s Day 

April 20, 2025 ~ Easter Sunday 
 

Prelude                                           
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Gathering Song:                     Christ is Risen, Shout Hosanna! 
 

*The Call to Worship  

Liturgist: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

People: He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Liturgist: Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People: He has given us new life and hope. He has raised Jesus from the dead. 

Liturgist: God has claimed us as his own. 

People: He has brought us out of darkness. He has made us light to the world. 

Liturgist: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

People: He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

*Opening Hymn:                        Jesus Christ is Risen Today!  verses 1, 2, 4 
 

Please be seated. 
 

A Call to Confession (Liturgist) 
 

Unison Prayer of Confession (prayed aloud by all)  

Lord, bring new life where we are worn and tired; new love where we have turned 

hard-hearted; forgiveness where we feel hurt and where we have wounded, and the 

joy and freedom of your Holy Spirit where we are prisoners of ourselves. 
 

Silent Confession                 Please take a moment for silent confession 

 

Asking for God’s Forgiveness  

Liturgist: Let us now ask God’s forgiveness. 

People: Forgive us, God of mercy. Help us to trust your power to change our lives 

and make us new, that we may know the joy of life abundant given in Jesus Christ, 

the risen Lord. Amen.  
 

 

 



 

Assurance of Pardon 

Liturgist: All of us, like sheep, have gone astray, but now we have returned to the 

shepherd and guardian of our souls. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Sung Response to Confession:      Be Not Afraid 

Be not afraid; sing out for joy!  Christ is risen, alleluia! 

Be not afraid; sing out for joy!  Christ is risen, alleluia! 
 

*Passing the Peace of Christ, Sharing in Christ’s Welcome  

Liturgist: The peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And, also with you. 

Liturgist: Let us stand and share the peace of Christ with one another. 
 

(Congregation shares peace with one another in the pew, over the phone, across the screen.) 
 

Anthem                            Christ is Risen From the Dead 

Choir 
 

Children’s Moment                              
  

Prayer for Illumination 

God of life, your Spirit inspired the prophets and writers of Scripture. Your Spirit 

raised Jesus from the dead. Your Spirit draws us to Christ and helps us to 

acknowledge him as Lord. We ask that you will send your Spirit now to give us deeper 

insight, encouragement, faith, and hope through the proclamation of the Easter 

gospel. Amen. 
 

Scripture Lesson 

John 20:1-18 
 

The Message:                          What Jesus Might Preach on Easter 

Rev. Dr. Steve Wilson 
 

Hymn of Affirmation:                           Christ Arose 
 

Sharing Our Life Together, Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 

 
 



 

Offertory                 

Thanksgiving in Song:    Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks! 

Alleluia, alleluia!  Give thanks to the risen Lord; 

Alleluia, alleluia!  Give praise to His name. 
 

*Sending Hymn:                                      He Lives! 
 

*Charge and Benediction 
 

*Postlude 
 

Offerings are received through a variety of ways – in the plate during the offering, online, by 

mail, or via the office.  May our offerings be reflection of God’s abundance in our lives, for the 

glory of God and for the work of God’s kingdom in the world.  Thank you for being so generous 

and sustaining our ministry.  To give online, visit sampsonsmills.org/offering 
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