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A Service of Divine Worship on the Lord’s Day 

November 19th, 2023 
 

Prelude                                                          
 

Welcome  
 

Gathering Song:                                Shout to the Lord  

My Jesus, my Savior, Lord, there is none like You 

All of my days, I want to praise the wonders of Your mighty love. 

My comfort, my shelter, tower of refuge and strength 

Let every breath, all that I am, never cease to worship You. 
 

Shout to the Lord, all the earth let us sing 

Power and majesty, praise to the King! 

Mountains bow down and the seas will roar at the sound of your name! 
 

I sing for joy at the work of your hands 

Forever I’ll love you. Forever I’ll stand.  

Nothing compares to the promise I have in You. 
 

*The Call to Worship  

Liturgist:  The time for harvest is close at hand. What have you done with the gifts 

God has given you? 

People:  We have brought our gifts to the house of the Lord. 

Liturgist:  Praise God for the gifts and opportunities for service that they represent. 

People:  We praise God for all the ways in which our lives have been blessed. 

Liturgist:  Generous God, accept our gifts and our lives this day. 

People:  Loving God, accept our praise and gratitude, our worship and honor. 

Liturgist:  Friends, let us worship God together! 

     

*Opening Hymn:                     Shall We Gather at the River 
 

*A Call to Confession (Liturgist)  

 We stand in the Lord’s awesome presence and recognize how we have fallen 

short – all the times in which we have failed to love with our whole hearts, to take up 

the cross of discipleship and to share our gifts with our neighbors.  Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer… 
 

 



 

*Unison Prayer of Confession (prayed aloud by all) 

 We are "pack rats", O Lord. You continually pour gifts and blessings into our 

lives, and we hide them away for fear that they might disappear or couldn’t make a 

dent in the world’s pain. We squander them on things that do not bring light and 

love. We confess that we have not always recognized the talents we have been given. 

We find it easier to belittle the gifts than to honor the giver. As Jesus reminded his 

listeners, help us to honor the giver of the gifts by using them to create something 

better, for healing, for hope in the world.  Remind us that the message of Jesus is for 

us today. Forgive us when we have treated it as a nice story. Help us to take the gifts 

you have given us, to develop them, and use them in ways which will offer healing 

and hope. In Jesus’ blessed Name, we pray. Amen. 
  

The Silent Confession (please be seated) 
 

The Sung Response to Confession:      Sanctuary 

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary: pure and holy, tried and true 

With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for you. 
 

The Declaration and Assurance of Forgiveness  

      Liturgist:  You are loved by God and given so many gifts to share God’s love and be 

God’s peace.   

      All:  Let us not fear to use these gifts, for God is with us, continually blessing us 

with many things and opportunities to serve.  So, you and me, brother and sister, let 

your light shine!  Amen.   
  

*Passing the Peace of Christ, Sharing in Christ’s Welcome  

Liturgist:  Peace be with you. 

All:  And, also with you. 

(Congregation shares peace with one another in the pew, over the phone, across the screen.) 
 

Anthem                                               Halle, Hallelujah 
 

Small Talk  
  

Prayer for Illumination  

 Lord, open our eyes to seek your presence.  Open our ears to hear your stories and parables 

that lead to life.  Open our hearts to receive you in the stillness of silence, the beauty of creation, 

and the eyes of our neighbor.  Amen.   
  

 



 

Scripture Lessons 

 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Matthew 25:14-30 
 

The Message                                   Don’t Bury Your Talent 

Rev. Jessica McClure Archer 
 

Hymn of Affirmation:          God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending 
 

Sharing Our Life Together 
 

The Offertory                                

Doxology – Thanksgiving in Song 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise Him, all creatures here below 

Praise Him above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
 

*The Sending Hymn:                Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 
 

*The Charge and Benediction 
 

*Postlude 
 

Offerings are received through a variety of ways – in the plate during the offering, online, by mail 

or via the office.  May our offerings be reflection of God’s abundance in our lives, for the glory of 

God and for the work of God’s kingdom in the world.  Thank you for being so generous and 

sustaining our ministry.  To give online visit - https://www.sampsonsmills.org/offering 
 

*Liturgical Resources adapted from Ministry Matters and Re:Worship 
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