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The Rolling Stone 

Grace and Gratitude 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ called Sampson’s Mills,  

 

Greetings!  Earlier this week I received an email from the national denomination based out of 

Louisville, Kentucky.  All PCUSA pastors get these emails.  Included in this email was an article 

entitle “Grace and Gratitude” that I thought was too good not to share.  Therefore, without any 

further delay, may I please share with you Grace and Gratitude by the Reverend Joseph Small:   

 

“"Grace" is more than a theological platitude, and "gratitude" is more than a casual "thank 

you." Both "grace" and "gratitude" are verbal entrances to a mansion of meaning that can be 

explored, but never owned. British philosopher Roger Scruton’s 2010 Gifford Lectures, published as 

The Face of God (Bloomsbury, 2012) includes a perspective on grace and gratitude that may display 

a room previously unexplored.  Scruton writes –  

 

There is surely a great difference, which we all understand, between seeing something as just there 

(there for the taking) and seeing it as a gift. Only what is owned can be given, and gifts therefore come 

wrapped in the perspective of the giver, who has claimed them as ‘mine,’ and also relinquishes that 

claim for another’s sake. And the one who receives something as a gift receives it as a mark of the 

other’s concern for him; gratitude is not just normal – it is the recognition that the thing has really 

been given, and is not the first step in a bargain. Gifts involve conscious reflection on self and other, on 

rights and duties, on ownership and its transcendence. Hence they can only be offered I to I, and gifts 

are acts of acknowledgment between persons, in which each recognizes the freedom of the other. 

 

Scruton’s insight may help us to think more deeply about the gifts we receive from God and 

about our response. It may also help us to think more deeply about ourselves as givers of gifts to 

others. It may even help us to ponder God’s love and the shape of our response of loving God with 

heart, soul, mind, and strength, and to ponder the shape of our loving neighbors as we love 

ourselves. 

 

Additionally, "The stewardship of all of life" is a common phrase, yet too often stewardship is 

reduced to an annual program, the annual program is reduced to the means to achieve an end, and 

the end is reduced to the church budget. "Gratitude for all of life" may be a way to broaden and 

deepen our understanding and our use of the gifts God has given us.”   

 

With every good wish and every blessing, Pastor Scott  



 

 

The Efficacy of Reading Scripture and the Beauty of the Lectionary 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ called Sampson’s Mills,  

 

Greetings!  We all know that there are numerous benefits to reading the Bible on a regular basis.  I 

believe that as a church family we all affirm this shared reality because of the various independent Bible 

studies that occur in private homes, at Sampson’s Mills outside of worship, with your non-Sampson’s Mills 

friends and relatives, and so on, etc.  After all, these Bible studies in your private homes and everyone’s 

participation in them would not continue unless they were found to be beneficial.  With this in mind, we can 

consider there is an Efficacy in Reading Scripture.   

 

As wonderful as this realization is, I’m afraid that this reality is not something new.  Jonathan 

Edwards, the great New England Congregationalist (and later Presbyterian) pastor, missionary to the Indians 

and evangelist of colonial America (not to mention on an aside the premiere theologian of the 18th century 

and the President of Princeton University) said that the spiritual revival of the time, known as the Great 

Awakening, all began with small group Bible studies that met in his parishioner’s homes.  From these home 

Bible studies in Northampton Massachusetts, the renewal and revitalization of the Christian faith in America 

spread throughout the rest of the 13 colonies during the 1730s and 1740s.  Most certainly, the Great 

Awakening had an impact on our founding fathers, helping to shape the identity and character of what the 

American Republic would turn out to be.  I believe that the Great Awakening even still influences who we 

are today as Americans via our Declaration of Independence and Constitution – and this all started with small 

group Bible study in individual homes.  The power of reading God’s word, either individually or in small 

groups, to change nations, family trees and individual lives cannot be doubted or denied.   

 

We know from our own personal experiences that God’s written word as contained in the Bible 

interacts with us on a number of levels.  Reading the Bible invites, if not causes, us to challenge ourselves in a 

number of ways – from challenging our thinking and our preconceived notions to challenging how we 

identify ourselves, to even challenging what concepts we hold dear, what we understand to be the meaning 

of life, to what we understand comprises the ‘big picture’ and everything else in between and more; such is 

the challenge of reading the Bible.   

 

 However, the Bible also adds to our unique beings, enriching our unique life-forces, the quality of our 

lives, and who we are as unique individuals.  One way that the Bible adds to who we are is its cleansing 

nature.  In today’s world, we find ourselves all too often surrounded and constantly bombarded by virtually 

every kind of ungodly and unpleasant, sinful filth that’s out in the world.  Like a good, cleansing bath, the 

Bible has the capacity to transport us away from those thoughts, take us out of that situation and cleanse our 

thoughts and minds when we need it the most.   

 

Another way that the Bible adds to our beings is its ability to change our hearts.  Throughout the 

history of the church there are countless examples of men and women whose hearts have been changed by 

the Bible; one of the most famous is John Wesley, the father of Methodism, who claimed that when he 

intentionally read the Bible for himself for the very first time he felt that all of a sudden my heart was strangely 

warmed.  With such a deep and rich dwelling in Scripture, it is no small wonder that John, together his 

brother Charles, wrote nearly 9,000 hymns.   

 



 

 

 Perhaps the most important way in which the Bible adds something qualitative to us, to our beings, is 

in how the Bible nourishes those who read it.  The Bible by its very nature is nourishing and provides for our 

spiritual diet beyond the nourishment we already receive during worship, in fellowship with one another 

and when we participate in the Lord’s work.  Without spending quality, personal time in reading God’s 

word our inner, spiritual selves become starved and stunted.  Such nourishment acts as spiritual fertilizer, 

causing the growth of our characters and who we are as unique persons – in both a very spiritual as well as a 

secular sense.  The Bible as God’s written word to us feeds our spirits in a way that we can’t find anywhere 

else in the world.  The Bible opens us to intimacy with God as well as shielding us from the ‘broad and wide 

road’.  Let us remember what our Lord Jesus himself said when he was tempted by the evil one during his 

forty day fast in the wilderness as recorded in Matthew 4:4 – “It is written, “‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 

but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”  Even when Jesus was suffering the pangs of starvation, 

he took comfort in the Hebrew Scriptures (those Scriptures he would have known growing up within the 

Jewish tradition), living into Scripture’s promise to nourish God’s people and he cited Deuteronomy 8:3 – 

Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.  Needless to say, reading 

Scripture is VERY important.   

 

 Please allow me to leave you with one final thought – The Beauty of the Lectionary.  What I do mean 

by this?  Answer: the beauty of the Lectionary (as with most churches in the English speaking world I use the 

‘Revised Common Lectionary’) is found in that the lectionary provides for a regular order or ‘rhythm and 

pattern’ of Scripture readings over the course of a given calendar year (from Advent to Christ the King 

Sunday – around Thanksgiving time).   

 

 The Revised Common Lectionary divides the Bible into a cycle of readings that are spread out over 

three years instead of lumping everything into one overpowering year, thus giving the Bible, and those 

reading the Bible, room to breathe (and not feeling too overwhelmed).  In the first year, called ‘Year A’, the 

gospel of Matthew is read as continuously as possible; in the second year, called ‘Year B’, the gospel of Mark 

is read as continuously as possible; and finally, in the third year, called ‘Year C’ (imagine that!), the gospel of 

Luke is read as continuously as possible.  The gospel of John is read every year during the Lenten and Easter 

seasons.  The Revised Common Lectionary also includes an Old Testament reading every week that is 

related to the gospel, thus witnessing to the unity of the Scriptures.  Pastor Scott likes to think of the Old 

Testament reading as ‘pointing to’ or ‘bearing witness to’ the Gospel reading.  The first year has "semi-

continuous" Old Testament readings from the books of Moses and Ruth, the second year has "semi-

continuous" Old Testament readings from the David narratives plus the Wisdom literature, and the third 

year has "semi-continuous" Old Testament readings on Elijah and Elisha and from the major and minor 

prophets.  The result is that, every three years, every book of the Bible is read from at least once.  

Furthermore, the Revised Common Lectionary also provides two additional weekly readings taken from the 

New Testament Epistles as well as a Psalm, which typically echo the same message that’s being presented in 

the Gospel and Old Testament readings.  In case you were wondering, or hadn’t noticed, Pastor Scott usually 

crafts the Psalm of the week into the Call to Worship.   

 

 Now, just because there is a calendar of Scripture readings, doesn’t mean that we have just cause to 

panic.  As Reformation Christians, we maintain that the Bible, though given to the church, is not the property 

of the church, and accordingly, the Bible should not be imprisoned in the church's traditions or its traditional 

interpretations.  However, we need to hold onto another conviction as well, one which is often forgotten 

today, one that should also be basic to Reformation Christians – the belief that our freedom is balanced by 

our service and self-discipline.  Freedom from the lectionary was never intended to become a license for the 

pastor's whims or the pastor’s favorite passages. Unfortunately, too many Protestant pastors enslave the 

Scriptures and their congregations to their own internal lectionaries.   



 

 

 Sandy Staszak is our new treasurer.  Big thanks to Lois Jean Rhodes for her many years of hard work and 

service to our church. 

 Happy times:  Baptism for Nellie Keefer is set for April 23. 

 Pastor Scott will have a training session for elders and deacons on April 24, 10:30-12. 

 George Lepsch and his Church Growth and Outreach Ministry Team giving out caramel pretzels to all 

visitors to our church. 

 Session voted to reduce the number of elders to 9 pending congregational approval. 

 Mystery Dinner Theater will be held on October 7 with two shows. 

 Pot luck dinner:  June 11 

 Craft Vender Sale - September 16 

 Session is looking into Presbytery Enhancement Grant 

 Building and Grounds is working diligently to correct many problems in the church.  Still looking into air

-conditioning in the kitchen. 

 Laverne Dobos resigned from the B&G committee.  We’d like to give thanks her for her many years of 

faithful service in helping make our church beautiful.  

 Any one interested in volunteering for gardening and landscaping see Devin Tomko.  

March Session Notes 

However, the Lectionary stands in contrast to the whims of any pastor by providing for the freedom 

and protection of the church.  What's really nice about the lectionary is that it allows for a variety of people in 

the congregation to take part in planning the future worship services.  Musicians can know what the pastor's 

going to preach on even before the pastor does!  And it's possible for the Sunday School classes to reinforce 

the sermon by following the same calendar of lessons.   

 

 These are just a few thoughts to mull over next time you crack open a Bible – whether during holy 

worship, or at home in the comfort and company of friends and loved ones.   

 

 With every blessing and every good wish, Pastor Scott  

 Open Close Offering Counters Greeters 

April 2 B. Kissel B. Rhodes R. Peters, K. Tomko, 
F. Gilchrist 

B. Ekaitis, J. VanMeter, 
N. Carroll, M. Nelson 

April 9 M. Keefer L. Jones R. Peters, K. Tomko, 
F. Gilchrist 

B. Ekaitis, V. Pompe, 
N. Carroll, S. Staszak 

April 16 N. Swanson N. Swanson B. Andrews, J. Williamson B. Ekaitis, V. Pompe, 
N. Carroll, J. Butker 

April 23 S. Lawrence D. Tomko B. Andrews, S. Andrews B. Ekaitis, V. Pompe, 
N. Carroll, J. Butker 

April 30 C. Rost G. Lepsch B. James, B. Andrews B. Ekaitis, V. Pompe, 
N. Carroll, M. Nelson 



 

 

Building & Grounds Ministry Team 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

In order to maintain the building that we call Sampson’s Mills Presbyterian Church as a vibrant sanctuary in 

which we worship the Lord, share in the Sacraments, enjoy fellowship with each other and utilize to support 

community organizations in service through outreach programs such as Cupboard Stretchers, each of us 

needs to continue to give generously.  In it’s simplest forms, giving can be done through financial 

contributions to support daily operations and maintenance, and can also occur through the sharing of one’s 

gifts and talents.  Chapter 9 of Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians concludes in verse 12 that “[t]his service 

that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of 

thanks to God.”  With each and every gift of our time, talent, or treasure, we are not only providing a service to 

the Lord’s people—to our brothers and sisters in Christ—but also giving overflowing thanks to God for all of 

the blessings that we have received through Him. 

 

On Saturday, April 22, 2017, beginning at 8:30AM, church work day will be held at SMPC.  

Not only will breakfast be provided, but if the tasks extend beyond noon, lunch will also be 

provided.  I urge you set aside a portion of this day and to bring your appetite, your work 

clothes (safety boots and glasses would also be a good idea), and an attitude of dedication to 

working in fellowship and giving thanks to the Lord that we have a building in which to 

worship and to share with our community.  Some of the tasks that need to be completed 

include cleaning of storage rooms (and designating any forgotten and unused church goods 

to be put up for sale at the church flea market), painting, gardening and planting of grass, 

interior woodwork repairs and refinishing, outdoor cleaning, and general building 

maintenance and repair activities. 

 

In my called position as Elder, I often reference Proverbs 14:23 which states, “[a]ll hard work brings a profit, but 

mere talk leads only to poverty.”  Some reading this are well (or even only partially) aware of the number of 

hours that I put in nearly every week actively working, researching, and also searching for and providing 

obsolete replacement parts to keep our aging building functional and to make improvements while also 

saving us significant amounts of money.  One specific example, the expense that would have been incurred 

by SMPC in the third quarter of 2016 for unexpected heating system repairs alone would have been well into 

the thousands of dollars for parts and labor, plus the addition of the $1,000 fee for summer-to-winter 

changeover service that was previously outsourced.  Although I do not have the time, equipment, and 

unlimited financial resources to repair everything, I regularly utilize the time and resources that I do have to 

truly bring a profit to our congregation and to its missions.  I hope that each of you prayerfully considers 

doing the same, in any way that you are able.  If you ever find that I’m just merely talking about working, I’m 

either between tasks or being informed of yet another task that needs my attention. 

 

A comprehensive task list for work day (and any other day of the year) will be posted in the Narthex in April.  

If you have questions about any of the posted tasks, please see or contact me at 412-260-5539 (call or text) or 

via email at devin.tomko@gmail.com. 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

Devin P. Tomko 

Elder and Co-Chair, Building and Grounds Ministry Team 

mailto:devin.tomko@gmail.com


 

 

Building & Grounds Ministry Team Continued ... 

In the spirit of Proverbs 14:23, the hard work of our Pastor (Scott Dennis) and his father and brother (Eric 

Dennis and Andrew Dennis, respectively), saved SMPC $200 by helping to remove part of a fallen maple tree 

on church property.  Many thanks and God’s warm blessings to you and your family from ours.  When one’s 

hard work brings profit to another, we are all truly blessed.” 



 

 

Community and Mission Ministry Team 

Fellowship Ministry Team 

The Fellowship Ministry Team is going to have a series of fundraisers to raise money for a microphone sys-

tem for the Fellowship Hall.  Upcoming fundraisers include an Easter Candy Sale.  We will be making fla-

vored popcorn, strawberry swirl fudge, lime swirl fudge, mint chocolate fudge, chocolate fudge, assort milk 

chocolates, assorted white chocolate and chocolate covered peanut butter eggs.  There are order forms in 

Sunday’s bulletins, on the Narthex table, or call the office.  Candy will be ready for pickup Sunday, April 9.  

All orders or donations will be greatly appreciated.  The microphones can be used for the Annual Mystery 

Dinners, the annual Maundy Thursday Play, Youth Club Christmas plays, etc.  We can even rent them to 

groups renting the hall. 

 

Also another upcoming fundraiser is a “Guess how many Jolly Ranchers are in the Jar” contest.  It will cost 

$1 a guess and the winner will receive the jar of jolly ranchers and a surprise prize!! 

 

Our next Mystery Dinner will be on Saturday, October 7.  If you would like to participate in any way at all 

please call the office. 

Annual Flea Market & Bake Sale 
Saturday, May 6 

8:00 a.m. ‘til 2:00 pm 

Join the fun … 
 

Sunday, April 30 After Church, Light Lunch, setup display tables and move stored 

items from 2nd floor storage to the Fellowship Hall 

 

May 1 thru May 5, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon and 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Accepting donations, 

pricing, organizing merchandise 

 

Friday, May 5 8:00 a.m.– pie baking. 

 

Saturday, May 6 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. FLEA MARKET 

2:30 p.m.  clean up volunteers needed — men and heavy lifters will be greatly appreciated. 
 

If you are interested in helping, whether for a few hours or all week, please sign up… 

or just pop in when you can! 



 

 

Lenten Cantata will be on April 2, 11:00 am 

Come to the Cross and Remember 

By 

Pepper Choplin 

 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 13, 6:00 pm 

Beneath the Upper Room 

 

 

Good Friday Service, April 14, 7:00 pm 

Joint Service with McKeesport Presbyterian Church 

 

 

Easter Sunrise Service, 7:00 am 

White Oak American Legion Parking Lot 

Capitol Street 

 

 

Traditional Easter Service, 11:00 am 



 

 

A prayer of thanksgiving goes out to the White Oak Police Department for their 5th 

annual "Tips for Cops" fundraiser for the food bank in White Oak.  It is by far the 

biggest contributor to our ministry and enables us to supply our recipients with a 

greater variety of food and non-food products.  This year, the police department raised 

a whopping $6,437 at the Twin Oaks Lounge.  Besides the delicious food on the menu 

and mingling with friends, 100 baskets were raffled off (many created by volunteers in the congregation), as 

well as a 50/50.  Many White Oak businesses also contributed generously to our neighbors in need.  The 

police department always works so hard for the success of this event :  the planning and coordinating by 

Sgt. Jessica Hetherington, waiting on tables by the officers themselves, and the support of our mayor, 

Ina Jean Martin.  We are so grateful that God continues to bless this ministry, and we are able to serve our 

community. 

 

Foodbank News 

April is finally here! And we have things going on! 

 

 

 

Wednesdays from 5:00—7:00 
 
April 5- Quesadillas and Nachos 
April 12- NO YOUTH CLUB-Happy Easter 
April 19- Sandwiches and fruit salad 
April 26- LAST Youth Club until Fall- Picnic 

 

 
 

Sundays from 1:00-2:30 
 

April 2- Mark Chapter 2! 
April 9- Finish Chapter 2! 

April 16- Easter- No Youth Group 
April 23- Mark Chapter 3 

April 30- Last Youth Group (fun surprise!!) See Bekah for more details. 



 

 

This year we are trying to get together an adult mission trip. Whoever goes will be going up to a YoungLife 
camp for an experience you won’t soon forget. If you have a heart for Jesus, Babies, and helping teens 

meet Christ then this is the trip for you! August 4-9 come help teen moms hear about Jesus in a way they 
haven't before. While they do that (and other fun things), we will be caring for their children (ages 2 months
-4 years). We will have worship, delicious food, and an amazing view for a week. See Bekah for more info! 

The last of our Lenten Experiences: 
 
April 5- Seder Meal. Come learn and experience why people do seders meals and enjoy the food. 
 
April 12- Reflect, Renew, Refresh- 7:00-9:00- Come to the sanctuary and spend some time in prayer and 
reflect on what Jesus has done for us.  

Vacation Bible School is July 10-14! Registration details coming soon! 

Dear Sampson’s Mills family, 
  We (the Youth Mission trip attendees) would like to ask for help to cover our current costs. Our next 
fundraiser is a Chinese auction that we will be holding during our annual Flea Market (May 6). We would be 
very grateful if you would consider donating baskets or coming by the flea market to participate in the auction. 
If you would like to donate a basket, please either contact Bekah (412-678-5355 or 412-580-5103) or drop it 
off at the office by May 4th.  We are very excited about our mission trip to Lake Luzerne, NY.  Thank you in 
advance for helping us help others. Please pray for us as we prepare ourselves for the work God has cut out 
for us.   
  
God Bless! 



 

 

Two Liter Dime Challenge 

Here is a challenge!  We’ll call it #The Two Liter Dime Challenge.  There is a two liter bottle in the 

Narthex.  Let’s fill it up with dimes.  By the time it is filled we should have around $500.  Let’s get 

our Boiler Campaign off to a great start!  (Would anyone be interested in making a matching 

donation of the amount of dimes collected?  If so, please see Butch Andrews or Pastor Scott).  

Hurry, the challenge will be coming to a close soon! 

Ladies Breakfast Club … Please join the Ladies Breakfast Club on the first Monday of each month 

at 9:00 a.m. at Denny’s in North Versailles. 

 

Men’s Breakfast Fellowship … Please join the Men’s Breakfast Fellowship on the first Tuesday of 

each month at 8:30 a.m. at King’s Restaurant on Route 30.  All are welcome. 

 

The Miller’s Daughters Book Club … The Miller’s Daughters Book Club meets the third 

Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m..  Call Linda Lawrence for more information. 

 

Church Calendar … The church calendar can be viewed at any time on the church website  at http://

sampsonsmills.org. 

 

Church Officer Training … There will be church officer training for the elders deacons on 

Saturday, April 29, 10:30—12:00 am.  Details will be forthcoming in the bulletin. 

 

Church Work Day … Will take place on Saturday,  April 22.  See Building and Grounds Ministry 

Team News for more details. 

 

Pastor Scott’s Lenten Study Series 2017 … Sunday at 9:00 am 

 

 April 2 … Psalms of Liturgy, Pilgrimage Hymns and Songs of Ascent 

 April 9 … Psalms of Thanksgiving 

 April 13 … Royal Psalms and Psalms of Confession/Sin 

 April 16, Easter Sunday … Wisdom Psalms and Concluding Thoughts 



 

 

1665 Lincoln Way 

White Oak. Pa 15131 

Phone: 412.678.5355 

www.sampsonsmills.org 

facebook.com/sampsons.mills 

sampsonsmillspc@verizon.net 

Sampson's Mills 

Presbyterian 

Church 

Worship Sunday at 11:00 am 

The Reverend Scott E. Dennis 

Mission Statement 

Continuing the mission of Jesus Christ, Through the Holy Spirit, 

We seek to cause God joy By connecting people to Christ 

and to each other in ways which display the Kingdom and give honor to God 

Some holy Humor!!  (Contributed by Pastor Scott) 

 

The Good Samaritan … A Sunday school teacher was telling her class the story of the Good Samaritan.  She 

asked her class, “If you saw a person lying on the roadside, all wounded and bleeding, what would you 

do?” 

A thoughtful little girl broke the hushed silence, “I think I’d throw up.” 

 

Did Noah Fish? … A Sunday school teacher asked, “Johnny, do you think Noah did a lot of fishing when he 

was on the Ark?” 

“No,” replied Johnny.  “How could he, with just two worms.” 

 

Being Thankful … A Rabbi said to a precocious six year old boy, “So your mother says your prayers for you 

each night?  That’s very commendable.  What does she say?” 

The little boy replied, “Thank God he’s in bed!” 


